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Timely  Reflections 

By  Alonzo  Newton  Benn 

□  □ 

LINCOLN 

Abraham  Lincoln!  Mankind  honors 
you. 

The  world  was  made  better  by 

your  presence, 
For  you  had  faith,  love,  courage 

and  good  sense — 
You  were  the  ideal  man  through  and 

through. 

You  are  loved  for  your  democratic 
ways — 

As  good  and  simple  as  were  your 
forbears. 

You  bore  responsibilities  and  cares 
Of  State  as  no  one  else  before 
your  days. 
You  saved  the  Union,  and  you  freed 
the  slave; 
And  through  your  great  forbear- 
ance made  friendships 
Multiply  between  foes  after  your 
lips 

Were  made  mute  by  the  assassin. 
Your  grave 

Shall  keep  the  light  of  Liberty 
glowing — 

Your  fame  shall  ever  keep  grow- 
ing, growing! 


Reprints  from  an  address  on  Illinois  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Illinois  Chapter,  United  States 
Daughters  of  1812,  a  t  the  La  Salle  Hotel,  Chicago, 
in  observance  of  "Illinois  Statehood  Day-" 

"I  WILL" 

THE  SPIRIT  OF  CHICAGO 

(Copyright  1935) 

By  Alonzo  Newton  Benn 

'Twas  to  bear  "The  White  Man's  Burden" 

That  those  fearless  men  of  yore 
Built  the  old  Fort  Dearborn  stockade 

On  the  river's  southern  shore; 
Where  they  bravely  fought  the  redskins 

When  they  sought  to  burn  and  kill, 
And  by  deeds  they  proved  their  manhood 

And  the  might  of  their  "I  WILL." 

REFRAIN 

I  will!   I  will!   I  will!   I  will! 

I'll  love  Chicago  more; 
I'll  do  my  best  to  help  her  grow, 

As  did  the  men  of  yore; 
And  naught  shall  ever  be  too  big, 

If  right  for  me  to  do; 
That  I  won't  try  to  push  it  through, 

With  "I  WILL"  help  from  you. 

With  a  clear  far-sighted  vision 

Of  a  city  of  renown 
The  wild  marshes  of  the  river 

They  then  staked  and  built  a  town;^ 
And  they  called  the  town  "CHICAGO," 

And  in  all  they  did  instill, 
Faith,  hope,  loyalty  and  freedom, 

And  the  courage  of  "I  WILL." 

They  had  builded  a  fair  city 

When  fierce  winds  the  flames  did  fan, 
And  the  holocaust  that  followed 

Seared  their  faces  as  they  ran; 
But  they  cleared  away  the  ruins 

And  rebuilt  more  grandly  still, 
With  n0  hesitating  moments 

For  each  man  had  said  "I  WILL." 


Then  to  honor  brave  Columbus 

"The  White  City"  next  they  planned, 
And  collecting  the  world's  wonders 

They  invited  every  land; 
And  the  glories  of  that  city 

Echoed  over  plain  and  hill, 
Due  to  artistry  of  workers — 

Men  and  women  with  "I  WILL." 


Then  they  beautified  the  city 

To  delight  the  eye  of  man, 
With  fine  buildings,  parks  and  beaches, 

Built  to  fit  a  well-laid  plan; 
And  Chicago  kept  on  growing, 

Giving  loyal  hearts  a  thrill — 
This  unconquerable  city, 

With  the  spirit  of  "I  WILL." 


Then  with  zeal  and  "I  WILL"  spirit 

Workers  built  for  "Thirty-three," 
The  great  Century  of  Progress — 

Far  surpassing  "Ninety-three;" 
And  again  more  grand  than  ever 

Was  the  Fair  of  "Thirty-four," 
And  the  multitudes  who  viewed  it 

Found  warm  welcome  at  her  door. 


She'll  maintain  the  "I  WILL"  spirit 

Of  the  sturdy  pioneer, 
And  ne'er  shirk  the  task  before  her 

But  will  do  it  with  good  cheer; 
And  she'll  constantly  press  onward, 

Led  by  men  with  faith  and  skill, 
For  there  is  no  hesitation 

When  Chicago  says  "I  WILL." 


ILLINOIS 


0  Illinois!    My  Illinois! 

A  state  by  waters  bounded, 
With  Nature's  treasures  everywhere  — 
A  state  our  forebears  founded. 

1  love  you  for  your  fertile  plains, 
For  your  broad  rivers  flowing; 

Your  rugged  bluffs,  hills,  brooks  and  dells, 
And  lakes  with  moonbeams  glowing! 

0  Illinois!   My  Illinois! 

A  state  brave  men  defended; 
And  by  the  might  of  right  and  faith, 
Red  savagery  they  ended. 

1  love  you  for  your  splendid  schools, 
Your  homes  and  marts  for  trading; 

I  love  your  people  best  of  all, 
Whose  fame  will  prove  unfading. 

0  Illinois!  My  Illinois! 

With  many  states  united. 
Whose  Constitution,  unsurpassed, 

Enlightens  the  benighted; 
So  that  our  sturdy  Ship  of  State 

May  sail  the  roughest  ocean, 
When  steered  by  mankind's  safest  chart  — 

Not  sailed  by  whim  or  notion! 

0  Illinois!  My  Illinois! 

Yours  is  a  wondrous  story  — 
With  Lincoln's  spirit  as  your  guide, 

You'll  gain  far  greater  glory; 
For  naught  you'll  do  that  is  not  right  — 

To  wrong  you'll  ne'er  surrender, 
And  worthy  service  to  the  world 

For  ages  you  will  render] 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


Born  in  a  shack,  with  advantages  few; 

Yet  the  world  was  bettered  by  his  presence, 
For  he  had   faith,   love,    courage  and  good 
sense — 

He  was  the  ideal  man  through  and  through. 

He  was  loved  for  his  democratic  ways — 
As  good  and  simple  as  were  his  forebears. 

He  bore  responsibilities  and  cares 

Of  State  as  no  one  else  before  his  days. 
He  saved  the  Union  and  he  freed  the  slave, 

And  his  great  forbearance  caused  former  foes 

To  more  quickly  forget  their  wartime  woes. 
The  world  pays  homage  at  a  martyr's  grave! 

"Of,  by  and  for  the  people," — grand,  glowing! 

His  fame  shall  ever  keep  growing,  growing! 


Mr.  Burton  Holmes  gave  "I  WILL"  a  national 
broadcast  over  the  N.B.C.  hookup. 


Alonzo  Newton  Benn 

5000  East  End  Avenue, 
Chicago,  Illinois 


Reprinted  from  the  Hyde  Park  Herald 
fc  March  19,  1936 
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Timely  Reflections 

By  Alonzo  Newton  Benn 

□  □ 

STABILITY 


Gibraltar  has  stability — 

A  rock  that  long  shall  stand, 
To  represent  Great  Britain's  strength 

On  ocean,  sea  and  land; 
And  we,  too,  have  a  monument, 

Mount  Rushmore  is  its  name; 
Which  will  for  ages  yet  to  come 

Proclaim  our  country's  fame. 

There  is  stability  in  man 

As  well  as  in  a  rock, 
And  with  that  force,  mankind  can 
stand 

Against  most  any  shock; 
So  we  should  strive  from  day  to  day 

To  be  regarded  strong, 
By  doing  what  we  know  is  right, 

And  not  condone  a  wrong. 

Stability  of  character 

Of  every  worthy  soul 
Makes  strong  the  chain   that  binds 
our  states 

Into  a  wondrous  whole; 
And  one  great  land,  united, 

Our  country  long  shall  be — 
We'll  prove  we  have  stability 

And  keep  our  country  free. 


-oemi,  -h-lonzo  Newton 


LINCOLN 


"Of  humble  birth  he  grew  to  bs- 


LINCOM 

Of  humble  birth  he  grew  to  be 

An  upright,  humble  man; 
Who  tried  to  live  and  to  let  live 

According  to  G-od's  plan. 

"Li. 

A  beacon  right  he  proved  to  be 

To  guard  the  Ship  of  State; 
From  rocks  which  might  have  brought  the  ship 

To  an  untimely  fate. 

His  mind  was  slow  but  ever  sure 

To  grasp  each  answer  right ; 
And  when  convinced  he  ne'er  turned  back 

But  fought  with  all  his  might. 

His  intellect  and  moral  worth 

Man's  confidence  did  gain; 
And  in  the  end  this  noble  soul 

The  Union  did  maintain. 

Alonzo  NeYtfton  Benn 

5000  East  End  Avenue 
Chicago,  Illinois 


_  ^ftjn,  Alonzo  Newton 
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"Born  in  a  shack,  w' 
advantages  few;" 
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December  2,  19,5b.  wouia  De  rec- 
ognized. 


ABKAIiAM  LINCOLN 

Born  in  a  shack,  with  advantages  few ; 
Vet    the    world    was    bettered    by  his 
presence, 

For  he  had  faith,  love,  courage  and  good 
sense — 

He  was  the  ideal  man  through  and  through. 

He  was  loved  for  his  democratic  ways — 
As  good  and  simple  as  were  his  forbears. 

He  bore  responsibilities  and  cares 

Of  State  as  no  one  else  before  his  days. 
He  saved  the  Union  and  he  freed  the  slave, 

And  his  great  forbearance  caused  former 
foes 

To  more  quickly  forget  their  wartime 
woes. 

The   world  pays   homage   at  a  martyr's 
grave ! 

"Of,  by  and  for  the  people," — grand, 
glowing ! 

His  fame  shall  ever  keep  growing, 
growing  ! 

Alonzo  Newton  Be/n. 
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Benn,  Alonzo  Newton 


Lincoln 


With  mind  to  guide  hfis  heart 
and  hand" 


LINCOLN 


With  mind  to  guide  his  heart  and  hands 

Saint  Gaudens  did  create, 
In  lasting  bronze  in  Lincoln  Park; 

A  likeness  of  the  great 
Emancipator  of  the  slaves 

And  foe  of  discord,  strife; 
Who,  for  devotion  to  a  cause, 

Did  sacrifice  his  life. 

His  noble  features  well  portray 

The  greatness  of  the  man — 
In  fact  a  man  undoubtedly 

Made  after  God's  own  plan; 
Whose  simple,  yet  immortal  words 

Shall  last  the  ages  through, 
And  teach  mankind  Democracy 

Frees  all  and  not  the  few. 


Alonzo  Newton  Benn. 


5000  East  End  Avenue, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 
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ONE'S  OBJECTIVITY 


"'TIS  said  one's  origin  or  birth" 


TIMELY  REFLECTIONS  i 


'Tis  said  one's  origin  or  birth 

Is  less  important,  quite, 
Than  one's  objectivity — 

The  end  for  which  we  fight; 
For  Lincoln's  lowly  cabin  birth 

And  lack  of  schooling,  too, 
"Proved  not  a  deadly  handicap 

But  made  him  staunch  and  true. 

True  to  his  objectivity — 

Not  once  did  Lincoln  swerve 
But  neighbors,  country  and  mankind 

He  did  his  best  to  serve; 
And  great  accomplishments  at  last 

Placed  laurel  on  his  brow — 
He  gained  his  objectivity — 

At  Lincoln's  bier  men  bow! 


By  Alonzo  Newton  Benn. 


/ 


ONE'S  OBJECTIVITY 


5000  East  End  Avenue 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


Benn,  Alonzo  Newton    ILL.       "0  Illinoisl  My  Illinois" 


Last  week's  Republican  brought  a 
letter  from  our  friend,  Alonzo  New- 
ton Benn  of  Chicago.  He  praised  the 
poem,  "Michigan,  My  Michigan," 
which  headed  this  column  and  added, 
"Notwithstanding  I  think  Illinois  is 
a  mighty  fine  state." 

We  fully  agree  with  him  and  here- 
by present  his  poem, — 

ILLINOIS 

0  Illinois!  My  Illinois! 

A  state  by  waters  bounded, 
With  Nature's  treasures  everywhere— 
A  state  our  forebears  founded. 

1  love  you  for  your  fertile  plains, 
For  your  broad  rivers  flowing; 

:  Your  rugged  bluffs,  hills,  brooks  and 
dells, 

And  lakes  with  moonbeams  glow- 
ing! 

0  Illinois!  My  Illinois! 

A  state  brave  men  defended; 
And  by  the  might  of  right  and  faith, 
Red  savagery  they  ended. 

1  love  you  for  your  splendid  schools, 
Your  homes  and  marts  for  trading; 

I  love  your  people  best  of  all, 
Whose  fame  will  prove  unfading. 

O  Illinois!  My  Illinois! 

With  many  states  united. 
Whose  Constitution,  unsurpassed, 

Enlightens  the  benighted; 
So  that  our  sturdy  Ship  of  State 

May  sail  the  roughtest  ocean, 
When    steered    by  mankind's  safest 
chart — 

Not  sailed  by  whim  or  notion! 


O  Illinois!  My  Illinois! 

Yours  is  a  wondrous  story— 

With  Lincoln's  spirit  as  your  guide, 
You'll  gain  far  greater  glory; 

For  naught  you'll    do    that    is  not 
right- 
To  wrong  you'll  ne'er  surrender, 

And  worthy  service  to  the  world 
For  ages  you  will  render! 


Benn,  Alonzo  Newton      A.  L 


"Born  in  a  shack,  with  advantage*  few;" 


Timely  Reflections 


By  Alonzo  Newton  (Benn 


LINCOLN 


February  12  of  each  year  marks 
the  anniversary  of  the  hirthj  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  the  sixteenth  Pesident 
of  the  nation  which  he  forced  to  re- 
main united  and  at  ithe  same  time 
removed  forever  the  curse  of  human 
slavery  from  the  land. 

Lincoln's  anniversary  should  al- 
ways ibe  appropriately  observed 
throughout  the  country  and  especial- 
ly in  the  state  of  Illinois,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  laidi  the  foun- 
dation on  .which  was  bullded  the  su- 
perstructure of  a  man  of  striking 
personal  appearance  endowed  with 
superlative  sagacity,  humbleness, 
love  of  humanity  and  undying  patri- 
otism. 

A  reproduction  of  the  old  log  eah- 
in  post  office  at  -the  original  New 
Salem  where  Lincoln  d'striibuted  the 
mail  and  made  many  home  deliveries 
of  letters  which  at  times  he  carried' 
in  his  hat  in  lieu  of  a  mail  hag,  and 
where  he  studied  law  and  cam- 
paigned for  the  state  legislature, 
was  'completed  and  dedicated  with 
ceremonies  of  a  national1  character 
on  February  12,  1940,  the  131st1  an- 
niversary of  Lincoln'®  birth,  as  the 
"Lincoln's  New  iSalem"  post  office  to 
avoid  confusion  with  another  New 
Salem  established  in  Pike  county  af- 
ter the  original  New  Saleim  hedame 
a  deserted  village  and  postal  service 
was  discontinued.  Lincoln's  New 
Salem  post  office  should  remain  ia 
lasting    Illinois   memorial   to  Lin- 


coln and  the  log  cabin  days  of  our 
great  United  ;States  of  America. 

The  year  I8164  forever  marks  the 
anniversary  of  the  Great  Emancipa- 
tor's tragic  death  at  th©  hand  of  an 
assass  n,  whose  dastardly  deed  made 
more  difficult  th,e  rapp roach ment  'be- 
tween the  North  and  South,  as  Lin- 
coln's (magnanimity  and  bigness  of 
heart  would  have  softened  the  'bit- 
terness throughout  the  South  due  to 
the  "Lost  Cause"  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy,  and  the  era  of  -good 
will  and  genuine  friendship  which 
have  prevailed  for  so  many  years 
would  have  heen  -materially  has- 
tened. 

Edward  Everett  was  a  vice  presi- 
dential cand'date  on  one  of  the  three 
opposition  tickets  to  Lincoln  in  the 
HS'6'0  presidential  campaign  which 
sent  Lincoln  to  the  White  House. 
:  However  Everett's  defeat  did  mot 
seem  to  have  embittered  him  against 
Lincoln  as  Everett  cast  his  electoral 
vote  for  Lincoln  in  the  presidential 
landslide  in  lS'6-4,  which  retained 
Lincoln  in  the  presidential  chair 
'biding  the  night  of  the  fatal  theatre 
party  at;  the  Ford  theatre1  which%nd- 
ed  so  tragically.  •<i":'»*''f5T**\ 

Probably  in  all  hist ory  ■-tjh e.re;Vhus> 
not  hep  11  recorded  the  lives  of'  '^vfa'.- 
great  contemporary  statesmen  so  His-  ': 
similar  or  of  greater  contrast  tharr 
were  the  lives  of  Lincoln  and  Everett 
from  th.e  cradle  to  the  grave.  Lincoln 
was  born  in  a  log  cahin  in  the  fron- 
tier wilderness.  His  parents  were 
penir'less  and  unable  to  supply  him 
with  the  cheapest  of  elementary 
school  ibooksi.  hut  undaunted  Lincoln, 
proceeded  to  educate  himself,  which 
he  finally  succeeded  in  doing  after 
long  years  of  hardships  and  self-de- 
nial, while  Everett's  parents  lived  in 
a  comfortable  home  on  the  outskirts 
of  Boston,  the  "Huh  of  Culture," 
and  possessed  sufficient  means  toj 
send  young  Everett  to  Harvard,  from 
which  university  he  graduated  at  a 
very  early  age. 

At  nineteen  Lincoln  was  working 
on  a  flatboat  floating  down  the  (Mis- 
sissippi to  'New  Orleans,  while  Ev- 
erett at  the  age  of  nineteen  was 
pastor  of  a  Unitarian  church  in  Bos- 
ton, and  it  is  said  that  only  three 
years  later  Everett  preached  a  re- 
markable sermon  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  at  Washington  andi 
from  that  time  on  filled  position  af- 
ter position  and  his  political  achieve- 


ments were  great  as  greatness  was 
then  considered  in  the  fast  growing 
Repulblic  of  the  West. 

On  the  other  hand  Lincoln  met 
with  failure  after  failure  in  his  vari- 
ous undertakings,  but  he  tried  again 
and  again-  -as  often  as  Opportunity 
knocked  again,  and  he  finally  won 
a  seat  in  the  Illinois  legislature  and 
later  was  elected  to  Congress.  Lin- 
coln's unusual  ability  as  a  puiblici 
speaker  was  brought  to  puiblic  atten- 
tion by  his  debates  with  Douglas,  the- 
great  political  leader  of  that  tem- 
pestuous period  preceding  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  War,  and  his 
-splendid  'Cooper  Union  speech  in 
New  York  City,  and  his  election  to 
the  presidency  -followed  in  due 
course. 

Lincoln  unknowingly  climbed  to 
the  pinnacle  of  everlasting  fame  at 
the  dedicatory  ceremonies  on  the 
battlefield  of  Gettysburg,  when  his 
few  remarks  following  the  (great  ad- 
dress delivered  hy  Everett,  the  pol- 
ished orator  ami  the  most  accomp- 
lished scholar  of  his  day,  will  live 
forever  -due  to-  their  simplicity,  yet 
expressing  in  the  fewest  possible 
words  the  world's  greatest  enuncia- 
tion of  mian's  eternal  right  of  self- 
v^overnment. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

Born  in  a  shack,  with  advantages 
few; 

Yet  the  world  was  -bettered  by  his 

presence, 
For  he  had  faith,  love,  courage 

and.  -good  sense- — ■ 
He  was-  the  ideal  man  through  and 

through. 

He  was  loved  for  his  democratic 
ways — • 

As  good  and  simple  as  were  his  fore- 
bears. 

He  bore  responsibilities  and  cares 
1    Of  state  as  no  one  else  before  his 
days. 

He  saved  the  Union  and  he  -freed  the 
slave, 

And  his  great  forbearance  caused 

former  foes 
To  more  quickly  forget  their  war- 
time woes. 
The  world  pays  homage  at  a  martyr's 
grave, 

"Of,  by  and  for   the  people," — 

grand  glowing! 
His  fame  shall  ever  keep  growing, 
growing! 
5  000  East  End  Avenue, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


Benn,  Alonzo  Newton 


ILLIrlUlS 


"0  Illinois! 


My  Illinois 


ILLINOIS 


0  Illinois!    My  Illinois! 

A  state  by  waters  bounded, 
With  Nature's  treasures  everywhere  — 
A  state  our  forebears  founded. 

1  love  you  for  your  fertile  plains, 
For  your  broad  rivers  flowing; 

Your  rugged  bluffs,  hills,  brooks  and  dells, 
And  lakes  with  moonbeams  glowing! 

0  Illinois!   My  Illinois! 

A  state  brave  men  defended; 
And  by  the  might  of  right  and  faith, 
Red  savagery  they  ended. 

1  love  you  for  your  splendid  schools, 
Your  homes  and  marts  for  trading; 

I  love  your  people  best  of  all, 
Whose  fame  will  prove  unfading. 

0  Illinois!   My  Illinois! 

With  many  states  united. 
Whose  Constitution,  unsurpassed, 

Enlightens  the  benighted; 
So  that  our  sturdy  Ship  of  State 

May  sail  the  roughest  ocean, 
When  steered  by  mankind's  safest  chart  — 

Not  sailed  by  whim  or  notion! 

O  Illinois!  My  Illinois! 

Yours  is  a  wondrous  story  — 
With  Lincoln's  spirit  as  youE  guide, 

You'll  gain  far  greater  glory; 
For  naught  you'll  do  that  is  not  right  — 

To  wrong  you'll  ne'er  surrender, 
And  worthy  service  to  the  world 

For  ages  you  will  render  1 

f\\0»^d  H^^A  OSV>Y\ 
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